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Size of the V&A collections on 31 March 2023 

 

(1)  How many items are there in the V&A collections?  

 

On 31 March 2023 there were 2,822,843 items in the Museum’s collections: 

 

• 1,691,513 museum objects and works of art.  

• 1,130,157 (library items (books, periodicals, and manuscripts)  

• 1,173 archival collections measuring an estimated 1,047.51 m3 (e.g. manuscripts, letters, 

business papers and paper-based items)  

 

(2) How many collection items are on display?    

 

The V&A Display Collections consist of 294,079 museum objects and works of art. The display 

collections are defined as those which are suitable for long-term gallery display. Suitability for 

long term display is determined by an item’s sensitivity to light, so textiles, books, drawings, 

prints, photographs, and archives are not considered suitable for longer term display. 

 

There were 61,646 collection items on display (19.6% of the Display Collections and 3,746 items 

suitable for short term display) in V&A galleries at South Kensington and the V&A Wedgwood 

Collection on 31 March 2023.  

 

In addition to the V&A galleries, the Museum has a continually changing programme of 

exhibitions and displays, and a national and international loans and touring exhibitions schedule 

which provides world-wide access to additional items from the V&A collections. Between April 

2021 and March 2022 3,005 items were on display in UK and international venues. 
 

(3)   How do the public access V&A collections which are not on display?  

 

The V&A collections are available to everyone. Collections not on display are available to view by 

appointment. For those not able to visit in person, information about items in the collection can be 

found online through Explore the Collections, Search the Archives and the Library catalogue. 
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https://www.vam.ac.uk/collections
https://www.vam.ac.uk/archives/
https://nal-vam.on.worldcat.org/discovery

